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There are few more beautiful lines in the ballads than these,
but they lack the essential quality of folk poetry, and stand
as an isolated mediaeval lyric. On the other hand, the true
folk-poetry is often scattered and fugitive, appearing momen-
tarily in otherwise dull ballads. The height of the ballad art
is reached when this imaginative beauty of folk-tradition is
caught and fixed by skilled poets, poets able to keep the
essentials of tradition and unite them with the literary graces.
In Chapter V I shall suggest how this happened and how the
great versions of the classic ballads came to life.